
SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR HS

PANTHER BAND



WELCOME TO THE PANTHER BAND 
FAMILY!!!

• Students of the O’Connor HS Band Program are expected to perform at the highest 

level of achievement through musical performance.

• Through various competitions and performances, the ultimate goal set for the band 

students at O’Connor High School is to rigorously challenge them to become 

superior musicians in concert, jazz, percussion studies, color guard artistry, 

community band, and individual performance. 

• Students of the O’Connor High School Band program not only become superb 

musicians but also better students, who will be challenged to become successful and 

responsible citizens for our community.



BAND REQUIREMENTS

• All students MUST participate in marching band (unless given special permission by Mr. Alvarado)

• Attend all football games and performances (competitions, concerts, parades, pep rallies, etc)

• UIL Marching Contest 

• TMEA District Band

• UIL Solo and Ensemble

• UIL Concert/Sightreading

• Band chair placements (middle/end of November)

• Band placements (end of April/early May)

• Winterguard/winter percussion



BAND COMPETITION CALENDAR

• September 30 – Bands of America Houston Regional

• October 7-Vista Ridge Marching Contest

• October 11- UIL Region 29 Marching Contest 

• October  14- Texas Marching Classic 

• October 21- UIL Area Marching Contest

• November 3- Bands of America San Antonio Super Regional 

• We expect ALL students to be available for all competitions. All competitions have been 

updated and posted on the band calendar. IF an emergency and/or conflict come up, it is 

the responsibility of the student to communicate any issues to Mr. Alvarado 



SUMMER BAND SCHEDULE

• July 24-28: Full Band 8am-11:30am;Percussion and Guard camp 8am-5pm

• July 31-August 18: Monday-Friday 8:00am-11:30am (full band)

Monday afternoon: woodwinds 1-4pm

Tuesday afternoon: brass 1-4pm

Wednesday and Thursday Full Band 1-4pm

Friday- 8:00am- 11:30am

• August 21-25: 5pm-8pm (Full Band )

• August 25: Possible Annual Hotdog Howdy

• August 26: 1st football game vs Brandeis at the Alamodome!



BAND REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

• Monday- OFF (recovery day unless major performance/clinician, Thursday game week, or inclement 

weather day)

• Tuesday -7:30am-8:30am; Tuesday afternoon 5pm-7:30pm

• Wednesday- 7:30am-8:30am

• Thursday- 7:30am-8:30am; Thursday afternoon 5pm-7:30pm

• Friday- 7:15am-8:15am (game day run through)

• Football games are Thursdays, Fridays and a few Saturdays (check band calendar for more information)

• We expect ALL students to be fully engaged at all band rehearsals

• We expect ALL students to be at every football game and band event. IF an emergency and/or conflict 

comes up, it is the responsibility of the student to communicate any issues to Mr. Alvarado 



FEES AND REQUIRED ATTIRE

• This is the FUN part! 



BAND FEES 

• Band Fees will be $500 for the year.  

• Band Fees are lowest comparable to surrounding successful/competitive 6A 

programs

• Band Fees are divided into 5 payments (if needed)

• Sibling discount is available

• So what does the band share fee pay for? 



WHY BAND FEES?

• O’Connor Panther Band members are required to pay a Fair Share Fee to help cover 

common good expenses associated with running the band program. 

• These expenses is something that all members benefit from and that may not be 

covered by district funds. 

• This allows for an equitable system of financial support where all families contribute.



WHAT DO FAIR SHARE FEES PAY FOR?

• Over 90% of our 2022-2023 Operating Budget is allocated to expenses that are vital 

to the band program’s continued level of excellence, for example: 

Instructors, master class teachers, clinicians 

Props, equipment and supplies 

Contest meals

Marching show development 

Competition Fees 

Transportation and Move Crew



TRAVEL FEE

• Travel Fee will be $100 (subject to change)

• Travel Fees pays for charter bus to Houston, Texas  

• Travel Fees pays for all out of town competition meals (game day dinners excluded)

• At band prep days, we do ask that AT LEAST THE $100 FEE is paid so charter buses 

can be locked in. 



DIGITAL CUSTOM TOPS

• 2023-2024: Digital top 

• Used for competitions and football performances

• Once student pays for it, it is their top to keep

• Deposit Due June 1 (pay online)

• Full amount TBD (Deadline is August 1) 



OTHER REQUIRED ITEMS
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE***

• Hydration Pack( $40)** 

• Uniform fee($30) 

• Raincoat($15)

• Black Marching Dinkle Shoes ($34)

• Instrument supplies (mouthpieces, ligatures, reeds, cleaning supplies)

• ALL students will need to have a black OC Band shirt, OC Blue shorts, and OC Blue 

pep rally shirt, and black marching shoes(Dinkles)



REQUIRED UNIFORM FOR BAND 

• Link will be emailed to parents once the online store is ready to go



BAND PREP DAYS

• August 8th Tuesday: 5:00pm-9:00pm (12th grade)

• August 9th Wednesday: 5:00pm-9:00pm (11th and 10th grade)

• August 10th Thursday: 5:00pm-9:00pm (9th graders/new students) Shoe and gloves 

will be fitted on this day

• August 11th Friday: 9am-11:30am (make up day)

• Band prep days are required for ALL band students. Forms, fees, uniform fitting, and 

pictures are done at this event. Please plan ahead. 



UIL BAND PHYSICALS



UIL REQUIREMENT

• UIL has mandated ALL band students to have a physical on file with the campus. 

• Physicals can be done over the summer at many physicians office or your own family 

doctor. 

• Physicals are due August 1. If no physical is on file by August 1, students cannot 

attend band camp and participate in marching activities. 

• IF student is marching a “spot” in the show, and physical is not turned in, with too 

many absences, that spot can be forfeited at the discretion of the band director 

• NISD Physical forms are on the band website.



BAND PHYSICALS



2023-2024
BAND BOOSTERS

• President- Matt Thompson president@ocpantherband.com

• 1st Vice President - vacant vp1@ocpantherband.com 

• 2nd Vice President – Monica Jones vp2@ocpantherband.com

• 3rd Vice President – Mike Hinojosa vp3@ocpantherband.com

• 4th Vice President – Melinda Knysz vp4@ocpantherband.com

• Treasurer – Shannon Wilk treasurer@ocpantherband.com

• Secretary- Deanna Ollerman secretary@ocpantherband.com

• Parliamentarian – vacant parliamentarian@ocpantherband.com



BAND COMMUNICATION

• Social media:

• Facebook: O’Connor High School Panther Band

• Instagram: @theocpantherband

• Twitter: @thepantherband

• www.ocpantherband.com

• Remind101



OC YOU KNOW!  



DIRECTORS 
• Mr. Alvarado- alfonso.alvarado@nisd.net (210) 397-4758 Mr. Gabriel Valdez Gabriel.valdez@nisd.net

Director of Bands                                                                                        Associate Band Director

• Mr. Michael Bradford- Michael.Bradford@nisd.net Mr. Jose Marin – Jose.Marin@nisd.net

Associate Band Director                                                                             Associate Band Director 

• Colorguard director- Mr. Amanda King –Amanda-1.king@nisd.net
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